Farming GODS WAY
TRAINERS MANUAL
Pro 3:5-6 Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge HIM, and HE will make your paths straight.
2 Tim 3:16 All scripture is GOD -breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness...
FGW is not so much about farming, as about a life in CHRIST using farming as a practical expression of this

Training Principles: 
Luke 8;15   GOOD SOIL stands for-                           Noble and good heart that                                              1.     Hear the word                                                         2.     Retain it.                                                                   3.     Persevere                                                                   4.     Produce a harvest.
THE MESSAGE

HIS ways……LOOK AT CREATION
Two ways from Gods farm: NO INVERSION + ALWAYS A BLANKET                                                                                                                                                        
Purpose of NO Inversion:                                                                                                                                                                                                  
· Improve soil structure                                                                                      

· Build up soil fertility                                                                                    

· Save energy                                                                                                      

· Keep blanket in place                                                                                      

· Reduce erosion                                                                                           

· Uphold soil profile- roots
Purpose of HIS blanket;
· Reduce speed of rain drop                                                                      
· Reduce water runoff from 90% to 10%                                                       

· Increase infiltration from 10% to 90%                                                   

· Reduce erosion from 30 tons/ha/season to 0,6 tons/ha/season 
· Reduce evaporation from bare soil                                                          

· Reduce capping on sandy soils
Isaiaha 58 Warns us not to seem to be His people, but in all we do to demonstrate the love of our Father. We are called to set people free, break the yoke of poverty, to rule over creation and not be a slave of creation, to spend ourselves on behalf of the hungry.

Our fields must be the gospel in action; those passing our fields must see the excellence of our Father and will be drawn to Him 

TWO LAWS OF BREAKING POVERTY:
1. Faithfulness-Matt 25.....Talents. Faithful with what is in your hand (land)-God will add. People cannot add to your talents ,what they give you God cannot bless, He only blesses when you are faithful with what you already have
2. Gratefulness-Prov 11; 24, One man gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds unduly, but comes to poverty                                                                                                              2 Cort 9; 6, Sowing and reaping….whoever sows generously will also reap generously.
WAY OUT OF POVERTY IS TO MAKE A PROFIT—INCREASE
Principles of increase - demonstration of Gods character
1. ON TIME
2. AT STANDARD
3. NO WASTAGE
4. WITH JOY
ON TIME
· GOD sets the time
· FGW is farming ON TIME with GOD
· Preparing our fields ON TIME
· Sourcing inputs ON TIME
· Applying lime and fert.ON TIME
· Planting ON TIME
· Thinning ON TIME
· Weeding ON TIME                                   
· Topdressing ON TIME                                                                                                                                                           
AT STANDARD:
Gen 1;31 – GOD saw all HE had made, and it was VERY GOOD
· GOD standard is excellence
· Do everything right the FIRST time 
· Shortcuts are always more expensive
· Small foxes ruin the harvest, drop standards you drop yield
NO WASTAGE
Everything created for a purpose                                                            Prov 26;28 Wastage is lack of self control
                                         NO WASTAGE OF         

· Time (late)
· Soil (erosion)

· Fert (wrong pH)

· Water (runoff)

· Yield (weeds)
· Opportunity (lazy)
WITH JOY
.Neh 8;10...the JOY of the LORD is your strength
To work is a privilege, releasing blessings that are hidden in you that bless your family, your village, your community and your country
The purpose of your life is only revealed when you work
John 5;17...my Father is always at work to this very day...
GIANTS IN THE LAND
Reasons given why this way of farming will not be successful
1. WEEDS
2. COMPACTION
3. DISEASES AND PESTS
Kill giants with small stones and faith in a BIG GOD
1. WEEDS
· Thieves and robbers – sin
· Remove ON TIME = NO WASTAGE of labour,fert and yield
· Remove when small - easy,don’t count the weedings - watch the weeds
· Remove before planting till after harvesting
· Late weeds are next season problems we can control now
2. COMPACTION
· Use same plant stations
3. DISEASES AND PESTS
· Crop rotations
· Knock stalks down after harvesting - control stalk borer
THE METHOD.
TEN STEPS:                                                                                    STEP ONE: PRAYING

· Acknowledge the land belongs to God
· Acknowledge that without Him we can do nothing
· Ask Him to help you to be faithful with the talent in your hand
· Ask Him to bless the land  to glorify Him
 STEP TWO: PLANNING
· TOOLS:                                                                                    Hoes                                                                                                                Pegs                                                                                                                                       Rope marked every 60 cm                                                                Measuring cups                                                                                     Measuring stick                                                                        Lime                                                                                                                        Basal fert .OR manure                                                         Micro nutrients – Boron                                                                                       Top dressing
STEP THREE: LAND PREPARATION
· DO NOT:                                                                                                                           Burn blanket                                                                                                 Plough the field
· DO:                                                                                                               Stump and clear                                                                                             Keep blanket in place                                                                    Keep on controlling weed                                                            Dig out perennial weeds - couch grass                                          Establish BASE line                                                                     Rows across slope of field                                                                                                                                         Put pegs every 75 cm on both sides – rows                                        Tie rope to pegs                                                                                              Hole out planting stations every 60 cm close to rope                    Hole size - 15cm wide , 8 cm deep for fert, 15cm deep for manure                                                                                                            22,000 plant stations/ha by two plants/station = 44,000 plants/ha                                                                                                              Place soil down slope                                                                     Holing out to be completed before 1st November
STEP FOUR: LIME                                                                                       Apply lime EVERY season                                                                                              Apply lime with manure                                                                          Apply TWO by 6cc cups per station = 300kg/ha                                             Apply before or together with basal fert.                                            Mix with soil
STEP FIVE: BASAL FERT.                                                                          Apply Basal fert. EVERY season                                                                        Apply with lime                                                                                                                 Apply TWO by 6cc cups per stations = 300kg/ha                                        Manure: Chicken manure: TWO by 340 ml tins per station              OR                                                                                                                                        ONE by 340 ml tin PLUS ONE 6cc cup fert. Per station                           Place fert.  in a line following plant row                                                       Cover fert. or manure with soil ,leaving a planting hole of 5 cm deep
STEP SIX: WEEDING                                                                                      Keep field WEED FREE even BEFORE planting                                     First year will have HIGH weed pressure because late weeds were not controlled the previous season                                                                  Weed light and continuously                                                                              Weed 2 hours early in morning-family of 4can weed 1 ha                                                  Cut weeds just below surface                                                                                           Use lighter hoe to weed                                                                         Control late weeds throughout the winter – keep moisture

STEP SEVEN: PLANTING                                                                                                          Plant after good rain from 15th November                                                       85mm - 2nd week November                                                                                     75mm - 3rd week November                                                                                 50mm - 4th week November                                                                                    30mm - 1st week December                                                                                               Plant sandy soils before clay soils                                                                  Plant within TWO days of good rain                                                      Planting hole 5cm deep                                                                                          Plant THREE seeds per station in line with plant row                                                    Cover seed well with fine soil                                                                                Thin to TWO plants per station within TWO weeks                                           Plant population = 44,000 plants/ha

STEP EIGHT: MICRO NUTRIENTS                                                     Boron – apply after planting before germination 0N planting station                                                                                                                             RATE – 2kg/ha                                                                                                                For 1 ha – mix 2 kgs boron with 140 liter water                                                For 1 lima – mix 0.5 kg boron with 35 liter water                                   APPLY- ONE by 6cc cup per station
STEP NINE: TOP DRESSING                                                            UREA:MUST BE COVERED                                                                    Split application on sandy soils-leaching                                               Total amount 300 kg/ha                                                                                           ONE 6cc cup TWO weeks after germination                                          ONE 6cc cup FIVE weeks after germination                                              Apply – IN HOLE 15 cm from stalk,COVER WELL

STEP TEN: HARVESTING                                                                         Push stalks down into pathway after harvest – ready for next season                                                                                                                          Sunlight direct on stalks control stalk borer                                                     Keep field WEED FREE                                                                                                 Make firebreaks to protect blanket                                                                            Stock farmers – graze only 50% of blanket                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
